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Art Unit: 2628 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

• Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 73-74, 126-129, 146-151 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 

invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

In claims 73 and 74, the claimed data structure are descriptive material per se 
and are not statutory because they are not capable of causing functional change in the 
computer. See Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 USPQ2d at 1760 (claim to a data 
structure per se held nonstatutory). 

In claims 126-129, the claimed transition table is descriptive material per se and 
are not statutory because they are not capable of causing functional change in the 
computer. See Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 USPQ2d at 1760 (claim to a data 
structure per se held nonstatutory). 

In claims 146-151 , the claimed "program" claims the descriptive function of the 
instructions representing the steps of the method; i.e., the expressions or descriptions of 
the programs, are not physical "thing". They are neither computer components nor 
statutory processes, as they are not act being performed. See Lowry 32 F.3d at 1583- 
84,32 USPQ2dat1035. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 126-129 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
RODRIGUEZ et al. (5,999,207). 

As per claim 126, Rodriguez teaches the claimed "transition table for use in 
producing an animation" comprising: 

"a first set of entries which, when sequenced through, will effect a first 
change in a component of an animation from an initial state to a goal state" 
(Rodriguez, the transition table to implement the states of figure 1 7); and 

"a second set of entries which, when sequenced through, will effect a 
second change in the component from the initial state to a second goal state" 
(Rodriguez, column 8, lines 15-59). 

Claim 127 adds into claim 126 "at least one of a command, a program segment, 
data, control information, a direct reference to an image, an indirect reference to an 
image, vector description information, a location, a transformation, a tag, a 
magnification factor, a zoom factor, a function or a parameter" (Rodriguez, the 
commands to transfer between the states of figure 17). 

Claim 128 adds into claim 126 "wherein the first set of entries are stored on a 
computer readable medium" (Rodriguez, RAMs 25 and 30). 

Claim 129 adds into claim 126 "a third set of entries which, when sequenced 
through, will effect a default transition" (Rodriguez, Dial - Ring commands). 
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Claims 59, 92-93, 107-112 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by DeWitt et al. (6,535,215). 

As per claim 59, DeWitt teaches the claimed "animation system" comprising: 
"a character table" (DeWitt, Animation Library 103); 
a gesture table (DeWitt, column 17, lines 23-46); 
"a sequence table" (DeWitt, figure 6); 

"a transition table, the transition table interrelating the character table, 
gesture table and sequence table such that, when state change information is received 
for a character represented in the character table, the state change information 
representing a character gesture, the state change information will cause a sequencing 
through entries in the transition table to occur and images identified in the sequence 
table by the entries to be composited into an image stream" (DeWitt, transition table 
104; column 4, lines 5-31); 

As per claim 92, DeWitt teaches the claimed "method of performing a character" 
comprising: "receiving data, resulting from manipulations of a performer, representing 
changes to be made to component elements of the character in a frame" (DeWitt, figure 
9); and "generating a sequence of transition compositing commands based upon the 
manipulations" (DeWitt, column 7, lines 10-49). 

Claim 93 adds into claim 92 "compositing images for the component elements 
into a sequence of animation frames, based upon the sequence of transition 
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compositing commands, such that the changes called for by the manipulations of the 
performer are reflected in the sequence of animation frames as changes in the 
component elements of the character" (DeWitt, column 7, line 10 to column 8, line 59). 

As per claim 107, DeWitt teaches the claimed "method of creating an animation 
from a set of actions" comprising: 

"receiving a set of signals reflecting the set of actions" (DeWitt, input from external 
application 960; figure 9); 

"outputting a set of compositing commands based upon the set of signals, the 
set of compositing commands being related to the set of signals by sequences of 
transition data items" (DeWitt, column 7, lines 10-49); and 

"compositing first images into a first animation using the set of compositing 
commands and a first graphic database" (DeWitt, figure 9, and column 7, line 10 to 
column 8, line 59). 

Claim 108 adds into claim 107 "storing the set of compositing commands" (DeWitt, 
animation library 103). 

Claim 109 adds into claim 107 "compositing second images into a second 
animation using the set of compositing commands and a second graphic database" 
(DeWitt, figure 9, and column 7, line 10 to column 8, line 59). 
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Claim 110 adds into claim 107 "editing the stored set of compositing commands 
to create an edited set of compositing commands; and compositing second images into 
a second animation using the edited set of compositing commands and the first graphic 
database" (DeWitt, column 8, line 1 to column 10, line 12). 

Claim 110 adds into claim 107 "editing the stored set of compositing commands to 
create an edited set of .compositing commands; and compositing second images into a 
second animation using the edited set of compositing commands and a second graphic 
database" (DeWitt, column 8, line 1 to column 10, line 12) 

As per claim 112, DeWitt teaches the claimed "method of creating a library of 
image elements for use in an animation system" comprising: 

"capturing a series of images within a defined area from several angles" (DeWitt, 
figure 8); 

"deconstructing elements from the images, the elements sequentially illustrating a 
change of a component from a first state to a second state" (DeWitt, column 6, line 40 to 
column 7, line 9); and 

"storing at least some of the elements for use in a frames database" (DeWitt, the 
libraries 103, 106, 109, ...)• 



Due to new ground of the rejection, this action has been made NON-FINAL. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu K. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272 
7645. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571) 272 7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Phu K. Nguyen 
February 10, 2007 



PHU K. NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
GROUP 2300 



